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Outline

● Summary of our work in the authoring tools area
( highlights from the presentation proposal)

● Course publishing 
● Institutional repositories
● Research data registries

● Lessons learned,  predictions & opinions
● Thoughts for eScholarlship “Beyond the PDF”

●  Make all resources part of a repository as soon as they are created or 
acquired. 

● Provide a web view of all resources as early as possible in their 
production process.

● Provide a hub from which resources can be pushed to other services
● Make interoperable, reusable services, not monolithic systems. 

http://ptsefton.com/2010/12/09/beyond-the-pdf-proposed-session-bring-the-web-to-the-researcher-mainly-on-authoring-tools.htm


Build it...



Will they come?.



Web feedback helps authors use templates



Save as web does not have to be bad

● But none of the major software vendors care... 
(sorry to my friends at MS Research I know you do)
http://broadcast.oreilly.com/2009/03/master-blaster.html

http://broadcast.oreilly.com/2009/03/master-blaster.html


We are thinking about how  to embed Semantics in 
real world authoring systems

● http://ontologize.me/?
tl_p=http://purl.org/dc/terms/creator&
triplink=http://purl.org/triplink/v/0.1
&tl_o=http://trove.nla.gov.au/people/541658

● The person or agent http://trove.nla.gov.au/people/541658 is a 
creator of this resource: 
http://ptsefton.com/2010/12/09/beyond-the-pdf-proposed-
session-bring-the-web-to-the-researcher-mainly-on-authoring-
tools.htm

● Idea: make any heading anywhere able to declare that is 
aboiut 'results':
http://esw.w3.org/HCLSIG/SWANSIOC/Actions/RhetoricalStruc
ture/models/blocksontology#results



Our contribution to Annotation

● Anotar toolkit for adding text, image, video (and data) 
annotation to any web system

● We started with systems that can be used by web developers 
(jQuery):

● Then users
● Then standardizers
● Then theoreticians



Anotar



Web FIRST (and that means moble and ePub too)



Lessons / opinions

● Validating XML editing is not for the masses
● Starting a new document paradigm is hard

 (eg Wave, Etherpad, Groove)
● Geek tools do not always scale or penetrate the whole market  

(RSS readers, bibliography managers)
● Subversion is for programmers, not authors – DropBox is for 

people
● 'Our' standards don't matter to the big players 

(OAI-PMH, OAI-ORE)
● You can't make HTML from arbitrary  Word or TeX documents
● Natural language is not tree-shaped



The good news?

Authors probably are ready for a structured, fluid WYSIWYM editor



Can we talk about “Scholarly HTML” this week?

NLM XMLNLM XML HTML

ODF / OOXML

“ Scholarly HTML”



What we can build: Interop

100% Equivalent

Scholarly
HTML

ScholarlyWiki

ScholTeX?

Specialisat ion BoundaryWord Processors
Plus tem plate

NLM

BTPDF WYSWYG
HTML Editor

Any old text  editor
web-form

SchICE

XML editor
(inc proposed WordPress tool &

MS Word plugin)

NLM
'lite'

Tools Form atsConversion



Bringing together docs and data

● Declarative semantics over ordering
● Use declarative typed links to data – let the viewing application 

do something
● Consider the limits of mainstream authoring systems 

– we will be dealing  with them
● Be of the web not just on it.



Homeless? Feral? Misguided?



Self-deposit does work
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